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Abstract

This research concerns the study of the Development of Thai Narrative
Folks which occurred primarily as an oral tradition and have been expanded in
other forms of entertainments in Thai society. This study is based on five Thai
fantasy films: Kaki, Kraithong, Phra Rot — Meri or Nang Sipsong (Twelve
Princesses), Phra Aphaimani and Sano Noi Ruean Ngam (Beautiful Sano).

The study shows that all Thai folk tales originated as an oral tradition of
situations or events used for reading and reciting. And then they were written in
the traditional Thai book (nangsue samut thai) or latanier leaves books (nangsue
bai laan). During the reign of King Rama IV and the beginning of the reign of
King Rama V, publishing houses were established in Thai society, and thus some
famous Thai folktales further developed and were recorded via this new invention.
As a consequence, many printed books of many folktales were launched. Thai folk
narratives soon followed in many other forms of entertainment including different
kinds of traditional Thai performances like lakorn chatri, lakorn nook, hun
krabook, like, phleng song kruang, nang talung of the Central part of Thailand,
molam of the Northeast and nora of the South. And when the new media from the
Western society, movie and theatre reached Thailand, again these folk stories were
reproduced not only on the big screen but also as a television film or series.The
former that were once active during 2478-2528 BE have been reproduced since
2544 BE. In the same way, the latter have gained its place on the television screen
since its first appearance until now. At the time when Thai television had only
three or four channels, they all aired at least a program on Thai fantastic series or
films. However, only channel 7 has unflagging produced and broadcast such series
or films.

In addition, the researcher also studied the structure of Thai narrative folks
comparing to its film structure, the Thai society and culture reflected in the stories
and the Thai people’s values on watching Thai fantastic films.

The analysis also reveals that the five folk stories employed in this study
have proved to be the most appreciated stories of all, thanks to their unique stories.
And their reputation for uniqueness has led to many reproductions time and again.
This may be due to the fact that their storylines are rich and amusing and that their
charm fits the taste of the Thai people.
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